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The Inverted Coalition in Yemen: The Dimensions
and Repercussions of the Saudi-Emirati Escalation

OMAR RADMAN*
ORCID NO: 0009-0000-3594-363X Omsr2007@gmail.com

ABSTRACT: This study seeks to examine the background and dimensions of the Sau-
di-Emirati escalation in Yemen, as well as its repercussions at both the Yemeni and
regional levels. It analyzes the dynamics of this escalation within the local arena and
explores the contours of the emerging landscape in which Saudi Arabia assumes lead-

* University of

ership of the coalition independently of the United Arab Emirates in Yemen. The study

ii?jcib o also traces the roles of both states across several critical phases that laid the foundation

for their joint involvement in Yemen, beginning with the events of the Arab Spring, the
Houthi coup in 2014, and the entry of the Arab Coalition to support the internationally
recognized government in 2015, through to the withdrawal of Emirati forces from Yemen
in December 2025. Furthermore, the study provides an analytical account of the course
of the escalation and the divergences in positions, offering a characterization of the
nature of the dispute, its motivations and driving forces, and its domestic and external
implications.
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